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2007 Scholarships Awarded to Exceptional Students
(Washington, D.C.) – The Foundation for Rural Education and Development (FRED) awarded $59,500 in scholarships to some of the most outstanding students rural America has to offer.  A total of 53 students were selected to receive scholarships from the organization.  Close to 200 applicants applied to this program this year. 
For the fifth year, the “Everette Kneece Return to Rural America Scholarship” was awarded.  This year, David Rygh, nominated by Winnebage Cooperative Telephone Association in Iowa received a $5,000 scholarship. Along with a strong academic records and extensive involvement in extra-curricular activities, this recipient demonstrated a strong desire to return to a rural area in the United States or Canada after completing his studies.   

Melissa Korzuch, Foundation Director said, “This year, we awarded $59,500 total in scholarships, thanks to the extraordinary generosity of the OPASTCO Member companies that support the scholarship program with their donations to the Foundation.”  For the third year in a row, there were no FRED scholarships awarded under the amount of $1,000.
FRED is a national 501(c)(3) charitable foundation located in Washington, D.C., and was founded in 1989 by the Organization for the Promotion and Advancement of Small Telecommunications Companies (OPASTCO).  The mission of FRED and its supporters is to promote educational, social and economic development in rural America and Canada.  The FRED Scholarship Program is made possible through the generosity of more than 1,000 small, independent telecommunications companies operating in rural areas across the United States and Canada and the companies that provide goods and services to these companies.  Only OPASTCO member companies are eligible to nominate a student.

“Small telephone companies are a valuable asset to their rural communities.  Our goal is to work with all OPASTCO members to create educational opportunities for rural America’s best resource—its young people,” FRED President Chris Becker said.
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