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2006 Rural Teacher of the Year Awarded

(Washington, D.C.) – Anthony Augustin of Loretto, Tennessee, was selected to be the Foundation for Rural Education and Development (FRED) 2006 Rural Teacher of the Year, through the nomination of Loretto Telephone Company.  This award is designed to recognize innovative approaches to teaching in rural areas, particularly through the use of telecommunications technology.  The recipient is meant to represent the many excellent teachers throughout rural America.  As a part of the award program, a $5,000 grant will be awarded to the recipient’s school system for technology upgrades and expansions.  The program, including the grant, is sponsored by a donation from Nortel Networks.

Mr. Augustin is the science teacher and serves as science department chairman, safety committee chairman, and technology committee chairman.  This year marks Mr. Augustin's 24th year in education. Mr. Augustin reflects on his students in his application essay by saying, “I have taught intelligent, motivated students who love learning and who want to make a difference in the world.  Many of them never left Lawrence County.  Many have returned to live and work here.  Most importantly, many of them are making a difference in our community just as I have tried to do.  They are my greatest accomplishments and my most valuable contributions to my rural community.  Of them I am most proud.”
A letter of recommendation from a former student highlights the impact of having Mr. Augustin as a teacher, “Mr. Augustin has been an inspiration to me.  I have always looked up to him for his artistic ability and intelligence.  His classroom has an intellectual, yet relaxing atmosphere, and his sense of humor keeps his students laughing.  When I took Honors Chemistry, I was terrified that it would be too challenging for me.  However, Mr. Augustin made sure no one was left behind.”

The funds from the grant will be used to revitalize the Loretto High School Environmental Research Center.  The grant will be used to obtain electronic data-collection equipment that can be used with the wireless classroom purchased with a 2005 FRED technology grant.  Students in advanced biology, environmental science, and scientific research will work in teams to develop and carry out environmental research projects in the greenhouse laboratory.

FRED is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization that is affiliated with the Organization for the Promotion and Advancement of Small Telecommunications Companies (OPASTCO).  Additional information about FRED and the Rural Teacher of the Year Award is available at www.fred.org.
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