[image: image1.png]FounpATION FOR RURAL
EpucATioN AND DEVEI OPMENT




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

Contact:  Melissa Korzuch, 202/659-5990

February 28, 2008




    mak@opastco.org
2008 LEADERSHIP THROUGH LEARNING CANDIDATES SELECTED 

WASHINGTON, D.C.— The Foundation for Rural Education (FRED) is pleased to announce that for the seventh year, high school juniors and seniors from around the U.S. and Canada will participate in the Leadership Through Learning Program, sponsored by National Exchange Carrier Association (NECA).

Over 30 students, from more than 17 OPASTCO member telephone companies, submitted applications.   To be eligible, students were nominated by their local telephone service provider.  That company was required to be a member of the Organization for the Promotion and Advancement of Small Telecommunications Companies (OPASTCO) a national trade association located in Washington, D.C.  Students from all over the U.S. and Canada submitted applications for this national program.  The selected students hail from nine different states and one province are active in 4-H, varsity athletic teams, the school paper and drama in addition to posting strong academic marks.

This weeklong program provides students with an all-expense paid trip to Washington, D.C.  Activities are organized by the Close Up Foundation, a non-profit with over 30 years of experience hosting youth programs.  Students will learn about American history, federal government and current events; meet with government officials and members of Congress; visit historic landmarks and attend social events with other Close Up participants.

2008 Leadership Through Learning Program Participants 

and Nominating Telephone Company

David Tomporowksi, MN, Arvig Communications Systems
Julia Robertson, ON, Bruce Telecom
Kirsten Nikki Greenway, OK, Canadian Valley Telephone Company
Jessica Crase, OK, Canadian Valley Telephone Company
Jean Brunsman, IN, Enhanced Telecommunications Corporation
Shawna Kennedy, TN, Loretto Telephone Company
Kurt Berning, OR, Mt. Angel Telephone Company
Megan Taylor, KS, Pioneer Communications
Wyatt Robinson, KS, Rural Telephone Service Company Inc.
Angelica Engel,WI, Solarus
Hannah Westfall, NY, TDS Telecom
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Sarah Lamoureux, NY, The Middleburgh Telephone Company
Bethany Gamble, TN, United Telephone Company
Abby Zarotny, VT, Waitsfield and Champlain Valley Telecom
Alternates

Joshua Maples, AL, Ardmore Telephone Company
MegAnna Schlais, AK, Bristol Bay Telephone Cooperative, Inc.
Travis Ryder, TN, United Telephone Company
 FRED is a charitable 501 (c) (3) foundation, as determined by the IRS, affiliated with OPASTCO.  More information about the Leadership Through Learning Program and other FRED Programs is available at www.fred.org.  More information about OPASTCO can be found at www.opastco.org.  NECA, a not-for-profit membership corporation formed by the U.S. Government, helps ensure telephone service remains available and affordable in all parts of the country.
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