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$50,000 AWARDED IN TECHNOLOGY GRANTS

FOR RURAL PUBLIC SCHOOLS

WASHINGTON, D.C. — With a generous contribution from Rural Telephone Finance Cooperative (RTFC), the Foundation for Rural Education and Development (FRED) awarded nearly $50,000 in grants to rural public schools across the United States.


“Technology can be a powerful tool to improve learning in the classroom.  Many rural public schools cannot utilize this tool to its full potential because of their limited resources,” said Ellen Classen, vice-president for marketing at RTFC.   “We are very proud to work in cooperation with FRED and OPASTCO telephone members to help these schools meet the growing need for innovative technology in the classroom.”


The grant program, now in its sixth year, awards funds to public schools that are working to increase the use of technology to enhance the learning experience.  Of the more than sixty applications submitted, 9 schools were selected to receive funding.  The technology grants ranged from $2,300 to $8,000.  More than half a million dollars in funding was requested. 

“Each year it is amazing to see the response to this program,” said Melissa Korzuch, FRED Director.  “The work of the selection committee was extremely difficult because of the outstanding quality of the grant proposals.” 


More information about the winning applicants and how to apply for next year’s program is available at www.fred.org.  FRED is a charitable 501(c)(3) foundation that is affiliated with the Organization for the Promotion and Advancement of Small Telecommunications Companies (OPASTCO).  More information about OPASTCO can be found at www.opastco.org.
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