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FOUR COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT ETHYL GRANTS AWARDED 

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The Foundation for Rural Education and Development (FRED) recently awarded close to $8,000 to promote community development in rural communities. This program provides funds to worthy community projects that are located in areas served by local telephone companies that are members of the Organization for the Promotion and Advancement of Small Telecommunications Companies (OPASTCO).  The program, including the grant, is sponsored by a donation from Bennet and Bennet, PLLC and donations from the Annual Giving Campaign.

FairPoint Communications – Mayville, N.Y., nominated Mineral Minds. They will be using the $487.47 grant fund their “Bringing the Outside World Inside.”  This project sends elementary school students into the community to take digital pictures, and then uploads the photos to LCD photo frames and places the frames in nursing homes.  FairPoint Communications as well as other donors will help match this grant.
Geneseo Telephone Company - Geneseo, Il., nominated the Geneseo Chamber of Commerce. The $2,500 grant will be used to help purchase 20 tents for the protection of visitors and crafters at Geneseo’s Victorian Walk, the tents will also be used for other community activities.  Geneseo Telephone Company will be matching the funds to benefit the community.
Ontonagon County Telephone Company – Ontonagon, Mich., nominated Ontonagon Downtown Development Authority. They will be using the $2,470 grant to help make the downtown area a final destination for visitors.  The Town will be adding composite flower planters and benches to the area.  The Downtown Development Authority will be matching the grant through fundraising efforts and in-kind donations.
United Farmers Telephone Company - Everly, Ia. nominated the City of Everly. The $2,500 grant will be used for the development of the “Everly Garden of Peace and Hope.”  The garden will replace the vacant spot that use to be the location of the water tower, and honor those who have served in the nation’s military.  United Famers Telephone will be donating funds as well as providing employees to assist in the construction of the garden.
FRED is a 501 (c) (3) foundation, as determined by the IRS, affiliated with the Organization for the Promotion and Advancement of Small Telecommunications Companies (OPASTCO).  For information about FRED or the Ethyl Grant program, go to www.fred.org.  For more information about OPASTCO, go to www.opastco.org.
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